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We are pleased to present the first edition of Beyond ABC: Growing Up in Collin County, a 

comprehensive report on the quality of life for children in our community. More than 179,000 

children call Collin County home and we are blessed with the birth of about 28 babies every day. 

Beyond ABC: Growing Up in Collin County is a tool to better understand children’s needs through 

objective data and to encourage active involvement in making our community an even better place 

for children. The report presents 12 years of data on 61 indicators of child health, education, safety 

and economic security. 

The data show that Collin County residents clearly demonstrate a strong commitment to an 

enriching environment for children and youth. Crime rates are significantly lower than the nation 

at large. There are extensive opportunities for constructive activities for children and youth. 

High-quality education is widely available and parents strongly support the schools. Yet the 

report identifies significant problems that threaten the well-being of Collin County children 

and makes recommendations for action. 

We are grateful to the members of the Beyond ABC: Growing Up in Collin County Advisory Board 

who devoted significant effort to developing this report. The Advisory Board includes city and 

county staff, educators, civic group members, non-profit agency leaders and healthcare providers. 

We hope this report helps you better understand our children’s needs, as together we seek to 

continue to make Collin County a premier community for children to grow, to thrive and to fulfill 

their potential. The full report with data and information on each of the 61 indicators is available 

at www.childrens.com/BeyondABC. 

Thank you for working with us to actively address issues that impact our children. 

Julia Easley, LMSW 

Director of Advocacy, Children’s Medical Center 

Christopher J. Durovich 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Children’s Medical Center 



2008


Beyond ABC:

Growing Up in Collin County 

Assessing Our Children’s Quality of Life 

executive summary 

PUBLISHED BY 

Children’s Medical Center 
and 
The “Beyond ABC: Growing Up in Collin County” 

Advisory Board 

EDITOR 

Julia Easley, LMSW 

DATA COLLECTION ASSISTANCE 

The University of Texas at Arlington Graduate School 
of Social Work 

Richard Hoefer, Ph.D.; Delana Baker, MSSW; Catherine 
Bryan, MSSW Candidate; Kelly Sykes, MSSW; Emily 
Yoder, MSSW; Amy Perkins, MSSW Candidate; Jennifer 
Ali, MSSW Candidate 

DESIGN AND PRODUCTION 

Anne Humes 

We gratefully acknowledge Children at Risk for allowing the use 

of the methodology of its “Growing Up in Houston” report. We 

also are grateful to Texans Care for Children, the Center for Public 

Policy Priorities, United Way of Metropolitan Dallas and the 

Foundation for Community Empowerment for ongoing support. 

We encourage widespread use of this information. Permission 

to use any part of this document is granted provided that all 

written uses give credit to Children’s Medical Center. 





Contents
 Summary 4


Major Findings


Good News 5


Detailed Findings


Community Concerns 5


Recommendations 7


Health 8


Economic Security 14


Education 19


Safety 23


Conclusion 29


Methodology 29


Data Summary 30


Demographics 38


Children’s Medical Center 40


Key Web Sites on Children’s Issues 41


How You Can Help 42


Recent Studies Regarding

Children’s Issues 43





















































































